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Unit Focus

In this unit, students will learn how to select a Â"just right bookÂ", identify text features, and build upon their foundational reading strategies.
Students will learn how to identify the five narrative elements of a fictional text. In the third focus area students will learn how to write personal
narrative pieces. The fourth area of focus introduces the regions of the USA which launches our theme of journeying throughout the USA using
map skills. The primary instructional resources for this unit include: Harcourt Trophies, Miss Alainieus, United States of America: State by State
Guide, Owen, Thundercake, Stand Tall Molly Mellon, and My America: A Poetry Atlas of the United States.

Stage 1: Desired Results - Key Understandings
Established Goals Transfer

Common Core
English Language Arts: 4

Demonstrate command of the
conventions of standard English
grammar and usage when writing or
speaking. CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.L.4.1
Engage effectively in a range of
collaborative discussions (one-on-one, in
groups, and teacher-led) with diverse
partners on grade 4 topics and texts,
building on others' ideas and expressing
their own clearly. CCSS.ELA-
LITERACY.SL.4.1
Demonstrate command of the
conventions of standard English

T1 (T1) Teacher Lens: Students will be able to comprehend and engage with a variety of
texts in order to become independent, critical thinkers.
T2 (T20) Student Lens: Active readers think critically about what they read.
T3 (T2) Teacher lens: Students will be able to thoughtfully produce text for a broad range of
audiences, purposes and tasks.
T4 (T21) Student lens: Powerful writers think critically about what they write.
T5

Thematic: Students will be able to experience and share "journeys" within the United
States through reading and writing text.

Meaning

Understandings Essential Questions

U1 (U200) Effective readers use appropriate Q1 (Q503) How do I choose a just right
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capitalization, punctuation, and spelling
when writing. CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.L.4.2
Determine a theme of a story, drama, or
poem from details in the text; summarize
the text. CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RL.4.2
Determine the main idea of a text and
explain how it is supported by key
details; summarize the text. CCSS.ELA-
LITERACY.RI.4.2
Paraphrase portions of a text read aloud
or information presented in diverse
media and formats, including visually,
quantitatively, and orally. CCSS.ELA-
LITERACY.SL.4.2
Describe in depth a character, setting, or
event in a story or drama, drawing on
specific details in the text (e.g., a
character's thoughts, words, or actions).
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RL.4.3
Use knowledge of language and its
conventions when writing, speaking,
reading, or listening. CCSS.ELA-
LITERACY.L.4.3
Write narratives to develop real or
imagined experiences or events using
effective technique, descriptive details,
and clear event sequences. CCSS.ELA-
LITERACY.W.4.3
Determine the meaning of general
academic and domain-specific words or
phrases in a text relevant to a grade 4
topic or subject area. CCSS.ELA-
LITERACY.RI.4.4
Produce clear and coherent writing in
which the development and organization
are appropriate to task, purpose, and
audience. (Grade-specific expectations
for writing types are defined in standards
13 above.) CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.W.4.4
Report on a topic or text, tell a story, or
recount an experience in an organized
manner, using appropriate facts and

strategies (as needed) to construct meaning
from texts.
U2 (U103) Readers support their conclusions
(inferences and interpretations) by citing
appropriate evidence within the text.
U3 (U600) Audience and purpose influence
the structure, language, and style to achieve
a goal effectively.
U4 (U601) To be effective, writing
(arguments, explanatory, narrative) must be
supported with sound evidence, sufficient
detail, and/or valid reasoning.
U5 (U602) Writers and speakers develop,
express, and clarify their thinking in order to
communicate effectively.
U6 (U701) Writers use a recursive process
(e.g. planning, drafting, revising, editing, and
publishing) to hone their piece.
U7 (U704) Technology is an evolving tool for
researching, producing, and/or sharing
information and ideas.
U8 (U901) Effective writers adhere to
established rules of grammar and mechanics
to ensure clarity based on the context and
mode of communication.
U9 (U902) Authors use deliberate
terminology and/or phrasing to communicate
specific messages to the audience.
U10

Thematic: Where you live influences how you
live.

U11

Thematic: Effective researchers/navigators
apply appropriate tool(s) (e.g., maps) to
deepen understanding of a region/location.

(appropriately challenging) text? (K-12)
Q2 (Q200) What do active readers do? (K-12)
Q3 (Q201) What are my strategies for
reading this text? How do I know if they are
working? (K-12)
Q4 (Q501) What strategies do I use when I
get stuck? (K-12)
Q5 (Q103) What is my purpose for reading?
(K-12) How does it influence how I read? (3-
12)
Q6 (Q105) What is the text really about
(theme, main idea)? (K-12)
Q7 (Q106) What do I need to know to
retell/summarize this text? (K-12)
Q8 (Q113) To what extent is this text
timeless/universal? (6-12)
Q9 (Q600) How do I begin? (K-12)
Q10 (Q602) How do I make my writing easy
to understand? (K-2) How do I make my
writing interesting, engaging, and effective
given my audience and purpose? (3-12)
Q11 (Q703) How can other people help me
with my writing? (K-2) How can I get and use
feedback to improve my writing? (3-12)
Q12 (Q705) How do I know when I am done?
(K-12) What do I need to consider before
submitting or publishing a piece for an
audience? (2-12)
Q13 (Q804) Can this source be trusted? (4-
12)
Q14

Thematic: How are people affected by where
they live?

Q15

Thematic: How do I use tools to learn about a
region/location?

Acquisition of Knowledge and Skill

Knowledge Skills
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relevant, descriptive details to support
main ideas or themes; speak clearly at
an understandable pace. CCSS.ELA-
LITERACY.SL.4.4
With guidance and support from peers
and adults, develop and strengthen
writing as needed by planning, revising,
and editing. CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.W.4.5

S1

Stop, think and react as they read

S2

Converse with peers in order to generate
deeper thinking about text

S3

Identify when meaning breaks down and
apply strategies to re-engage in text
(metacognition)

S4

Determine main idea or central message of a
text

S5

Summarize narrative text

S6

Use descriptive language in order to develop
the readers mental image

S7

Conduct short research on a topic (assessed
in Unit 2)

S8

Name and locate five regions of the United
States

S9

Identify the northeast region of the United
States and the states within

S10
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 Use a compass rose, map key and scale to
read a map

S11

Use longitude and latitude to locate a
destination on a map or globe

S12

Understand how to think through text in
order to construct meaning

S13

Understand shared thinking and
conversations can help individual readers to
process information

S14

Understand why reading and reasoning
through text builds comprehension
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